X                                      PREFACE

written about the Oxford Movement, and that the
world is rather tired of the subject. A good deal has
certainly been both said and written about it, and
more is probably still to come; and it is true that
other interests, more immediate or more attractive,
have thrown into the background what is severed
from us by the interval of half a century. Still that
movement had a good deal to do with what is going
on in everyday life among us now; and feelings both
of hostility to it, and of sympathy with it, are still
lively and keen among those to whom religion is a
serious subject, and even among some who are neutral
in the questions which it raised, but who find in it
a study of thought and character. I myself doubt
whether the interest of it is so exhausted as is some-
times assumed. If it is, these pages will soon find
their appropriate resting-place. But I venture to
present them, because, though a good many judgments
upon the movement have been put forth, they have
conie mostly from those who have been more or less
avowedly opposed to it.1 The men of most account
among those who were attracted by it and represented
it have, with one illustrious exception, passed away.
A survivor of the generation which it stirred so deeply
may not have much that is new to tell about it.** He
may not be able to affect much the judgment which
will finally be accepted about it. But the fact is not

1 It is hardly necessary to say that these and the following
words were written before Dr. Newman's death, and the publication
of his letters.